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Stem Cell Advocate speaks out

Advocate promotes embryonic stem cell research, but not everyone agrees

BY BETH JONES
ESCANABA -- Since 1978, embryonic stem cell research has been illegal in Michigan.

It's a controversial subject, and one group is trying to educate the public about the research and the issue
may reach the November ballot.

Stem Cell Research Advocate, Marcia Baum, who spoke to Escanaba residents Wednesday night, says a
group called Cure Michigan is circulating petitions across the state, to put the embryonic stem cell

question on the November ballot.

Currently, when a couple comes into a fertility clinic, technicians develop about 40 tiny embryos, and
once an embryo is chosen, the rest are discarded.

Those unused embryos are what scientists use for stem cell research. However, some don't agree with the
practice.

Currently, Michigan is one of five states that don't allow embryonic stem cell research.

"In 45 other states, United States, couples have the option to donate them to research to find cures,
treatment and for injuries and disease," said Baum.

Michigan does allow for adult stem cell research, which fights disease and repairs damaged tissue, but
Baum feels that's not enough.

"Scientists need embryonic, because those stem cells found at the very earliest stages, are unspecialized
and scientists can coax them into becoming an insulin producing cell that in the future, there's hope, they

can be given to a child with Juvenile Diabetes," Baum said.

Scientists believe this research has the potential to find cures for other diseases such as Parkinson's
disease, Lou Gehrig's disease and injuries like paralysis.

However, critics believe it's inhumane.



The Catholic Church sent out thousands of DVD’s to Catholic homes and parishes in October, to explain
why the church supports using adult stem cells, but opposes human cloning and experimentation with
human embryos...and their feelings haven't changed.

"There are currently over 70 different illnesses and diseases for which successful treatments have been
developed with adult stem cells, which as to date none have been found with embryonic stem cells,
explained Colin Jenkins of the Diocese of Marquette.

Baum says the public will know by July 7th, whether or not the issue of embryonic stem cell research will
be on the ballot in November.



